
Conversation club 

01/25/2014 

AT A RESTAURANT 

Places to Eat Out 

Café - a small restaurant where drinks and snacks are sold 

Snack Bar – a  small restaurant where light meals are served 

Fast Food Restaurant – a  specific type of restaurant characterized both by its fast food 

Pub – a place of business where alcoholic beverages are sold and drunk. 

Bistro - a small informal restaurant; serves wine 

Restaurant - a building where people go to eat     

Rotisserie - a restaurant that specializes in roasted and barbecued meats 

  
 

  

Parts of a Menu 

Starters/Appetizers/Entrees/Hors D'oeuvres - A food or drink served usually before a meal to 

stimulate the appetit 

Main Courses (Meat/Fish/Vegetarian) -  the principal dish of a meal 

Desserts - A usually sweet course or dish, as of fruit, ice cream, or pastry, served at the end of a 

meal. 

Beverages (Coffee etc.) -  any drink, usually other than water 

Wine/Drinks List (sometimes on a separate menu) – a list of drinks 

 

Note: Many English words and expressions about food come directly from French. 

This is why some words about food are written with an accent (for example: à la 
carte). However, you may also see such words written without accent. 

http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Restaurant
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Fast+food
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/rotisserie


Vocabulary 
part of speech 

Meaning Example sentence 

à la carte 
adjective 

without a side dish Is it possible to get the 
steak à la carte? I don't eat 

potatoes. 

alcohol, liquor 

noun 

a distilled liquid such as 

rum or whiskey 
This beer has 5% alcohol. 

appetizing 

adjective 

looks pleasing to eat I'm afraid these pancakes 

don't look very appetizing. 

bartender 

noun 

staff member that 

mixes, pours, and 
serves alcoholic 

beverages 

I do part-time work as 
a bartender in a local pub 

beverage 
noun 

drink Can I bring you 
some beverages while you 

look at the menus? 

bill, cheque, check 

noun 

the slip of paper that 

tells the customer how 
much to pay 

Table 3 would like you to 
bring them their cheque. 

buffet 
noun 

self-serve tables of food 
that are set out for the 

customer to pick and 
choose from 

The plates and everything 

you need are up at 
the buffet. 

busboy, busser 
noun 

a person who helps out 
in a restaurant 

(especially clearing and 
setting tables) 

Ask the busboy to help you 

bring out all of the food. 

chef 
noun 

staff member who is 
professionally trained to 

prepare food 

Our head chef is one of the 
best cooks in town. 

complaint 
noun 

a problem with service 
or food 

The guest brought 
his complaint to the 

manager. 

condiments 

noun 

types of sauces that are 

added for flavouring 
(i.e. mustard) 

All of the condiments you 
should need are on the table. 

customer service 
noun 

treatment of guests Our restaurant got the award 
for having the best customer 

service this year. 

cutlery, silverware, 

utensils 
noun 

tools for eating with 

(fork, knife, spoon) 

In a fine dining restaurant 

the staff has to polish 
the silverware. 

deep fried 
adjective 

cooked in a large pot of 
oil 

Most of the appetizers on our 
menu are deep fried 



dessert 
noun 

sweet treat after a meal I think we're too full to 
have desserttonight. 

doggie bag 
noun 

unfinished food that is 
packed up for the 

customer to take home 

I can't finish my steak, but 

I'll take adoggie bag. 

dry 

adjective 

no sauce I'll have dry toast with two 

eggs. 

fast-food 

noun 

an eatery that offers 

quick inexpensive food 

We don't provide table 

service. This is afast-
food restaurant. 

host, hostess 
noun 

staff member in charge 
of greeting and seating 

customers in a 
restaurant 

Please wait and 

order 

verb/noun 

make a request to a 

server 

Is everyone ready 

to order lunch now? 

rare 

adjective 

cooked meat that is pink 

inside 

This steak is too rare for me 

to eat. 

restrooms 

noun 

place for people to use a 

toilet and wash hands 

The restrooms are to your 

left and down the stairs. 

rush 

noun 

a large amount of 

customers arriving at 
the same time 

We always have a rush after 
church on Sundays. 

self-serve 
adjective 

the customers bring 
their own food items to 

the table and do not pay 
for service 

We have a buffet on, so it's 

self-serve for lunch. 

serve 
verb 

look after a customer, 
bring items to a 

customer 

Is there someone in charge 
of servingout on the patio? 

side dish 
noun 

choice of food that goes with a 
main meal 

The two side dishes are 
mashed potatoes or french 

fries. 

spicy 

adjective 

hot flavour Any item with three chilies beside it 

means that the dish is very spicy. 

take-out 

adjective/verb 

food that is packed 

up and eaten at 
home 

You can either eat in or order food 

totake-out. 

well- done 
adjective 

cooked for longer 
than average 

The meat was so well-done it had no 
flavour. 

wine list 
noun 

a menu of all of the 
wine you can order 

You will notice that we have a lot of local 
wine on our wine list. 



from the glass, litre, 
or bottle 

 

Naturally Speaking 

Booking a Table Placing Your Order Complaining 

 I'd like to reserve / book a 

table for four at 8pm, please. 

 I'd like to reserve / book a 

table for a party of six at 

8pm, please. 

 I'd like to book a table for two 

at 8 in the name of Hand, 

please. 

 Could we have a table by the 

window, please? 

 Could we have a non-

smoking table, please? 

 Could we have a table away 

from the kitchen/toilets, 

please? 

 Could we have a booth, 

please? 

 Could you make sure it's a 

quiet table, please? 

 I'd like the .............., please. 

 For starters I'll have the soup 

and for the main course I'd 

like the roast beef. 

 Could I have chips instead of 

new potatoes, please? 

 What is the house special 

today? 

 Is there anything you would 

recommend? 

 Could I see the wine menu, 

please? 

 I'll have a bottle of the South 

African Cabernet Sauvignon. 

 I'll have a glass of house 

red/white, please. 

 Which wine would you 

recommend? 

 Excuse me, but my meal is 

cold. 

 Excuse me, we've been 

waiting for over half an hour 

for our drinks. 

 I'm sorry but I ordered the 

side salad not the 

vegetables. 

 Excuse me this steak is over 

done, I ordered rare. 

 I'm afraid this wine tastes 

corked. 

 Excuse me this wine isn't 

chilled properly. 

 

Arriving at the Restaurant  

 Good evening, my name is Hand. I have a table booked for six. 

 Do you have the menu in English/German/French ..., please? 

 Do you have a high chair for young children, please? 

 Could we have a table over there, please? 

 I'm sorry but I asked for a table by the window. 

 Could we have an extra chair, please? 

 

During/After the Meal                         

 Could we have some more bread, please? 

 Do you have a pepper mill? 



 Could I have some dressing, please? 

 Could you pass me the salt, please? 

 That was delicious. My compliments to the chef. 

Paying 

 Could I have the bill, please? 

 Do you take Visa? 

 We'd like separate bills, please. 

 Is service included? 

 No, please. This is on me. (When you wish to pay for everyone.) 

Questions: 

 How often do you eat out? 

 Where do you usually go when you eat out? 

 How much do you usually pay when you eat out? 

 Who do you usually go with when you eat out? 

 Do you like western food? 

 Japanese? 

 Thai? 

 Italian? 

 Can you name restaurants in this area that serve food from other countries? 

 What kinds of foods do these restaurants serve? 

 Have you ever eaten at any of them? 

 Do you ever eat greasy food? 

 Salty? 

 Sweet? 

 Spicy? 

 Do you know how to order food in English? 

 Have you ever done so? 

 If so, was it easy to do so? 

 Do you ever eat at McDonalds? 

 What is your favorite appetizer? 

 Main Course? 

 Dessert? 

 Do you ever drink alcoholic beverages when you eat out? 

 If so, what do you drink? 

 Do you know what a Caesar salad is? 

 Buffalo wings? 

 Nachos? 

 Chicken fried steak? 

 Did you enjoy eating out in other countries you have visited? 

 Which country had the best food? 

 Which foods did you enjoy the most? 

 Did you think the cost was high or low? 

 Do you know anyone who has owned a restaurant? 

 Have you ever worked in a restaurant? 

 If so, what kind of restaurant? 

 How long did you work there? 

 Did you enjoy your job? 

 Do you worry about calories and fat content when you eat out? 



 How about cholesterol ? 

 How about insecticides and other chemicals in your food? 

 Would you send a dish back if it did not taste good or if you received the wrong food? 

 Do you ever leave a tip at a restaurant? How much? 

 In what ways have people's eating habits changed over the years? 

 How have your eating habits changed over the years? 

 Have your eating habits change this last year? 

 Do you think western food is too expensive? Why or why not? 

 Have you ever had a restaurant cater a party at your house? 

 If not, would you consider it? 

 If so, were you happy with the service? 

 Would you do it again? 

 What kind of food did they serve? 

 Who pays when you go out for dinner? 

 What's the worst experience you ever had at a restaurant? 

 What's the most disgusting food you ever ate in a restaurant? 

 Do you like eating at buffets? Why or why not? 

 Where was the best buffet you've ever eaten at? 

 What kinds of foods were there? 

 Have you ever eaten at an all you can eat restaurant? 

 Did you eat too much? 

 Do you think it was a good value? 

 Was the taste as good as a regular restaurant? 

 Why do you think westerners are usually heavier than Asians? 

 Do you think this area has a good variety of foreign restaurants? 

 What other kinds of restaurants would you like to see opened? 

 Can kids eat free at any of the restaurants you go to? 

 Do senior citizens get a discount? 

 Are there times of the day when anyone can get a discount? 

 Have you ever been to a restaurant with valet service? 

 Do you like to try new restaurants, or do you prefer to go to those you have already been to? 

Why? 

 Do you care what a restaurant looks like, or is the food the only thing you care about? 

 What types of take out food do you enjoy eating? 

 What do you think about children crying in a restaurant when you are trying to eat? 

 What do you think about people smoking in a restaurant when you are trying to eat? 

 What would you think if you saw the cook at the restaurant smoking while he is cooking 

your food? 

 Do you prefer fresh ingredients prepared by a chef as you order or do you prefer pre-cooked 

food? 



 


